











RELIGIOUS EDUCATION <

ST. JOSEPH PARISH
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Wish you and yours A VERY Happy AND Prosperous 2012!!
Georgette, Jamie & Peggy

PARISH LIFE <

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS COURT RAYNE #844

Annual Raffle
The drawing for the CDA Annual Fund Raising Raffle was held at the December meeting.
Ella Mae Foreman was recognized as the top salesman with a total of 71 books sold. The
lucky winners were: the queen size bed ensemble was won by Louisette Broussard, 3100
cash by Willie Leger, a lacquered tray set by Samantha Granger, a lace picture of Jesus by Angela Satchel, a
lace picture of the Last supper by Jerry Arceneaux, a wire cross by Allie Caillier, an automatic shower
cleaner by Ruby Melancon, a massager by Betty Perrodin, a handmade lap cover by Rose Bindex and a
quilted table runner by Ella Mae Foreman.
The Catholic Daughters wish to thank the donors of the prizes for their generosity and the parishioners and
general public for their continued support in making this fund raiser a huge success. All monies raised will go
to help provide for the charitable works of the organization.

Court Rayne Celebrates Eighty-eight Years of Service to St. Joseph Parish

On Sunday, December 11th members of the
Catholic Daughters Court Rayne #844
gathered to celebrate
88 years of service to St. Joseph Parish
with a mass and banquet.

The 10:00 AM Mass began with an
entrance procession that included the CDA
Banner carried by Joyce Trahan, the US flag
carried by Elizabeth Deaville, Mary Alice
Petitjiean and Frankie Arceneaux were the
color guard followed by officers and members
of Court Rayne and visiting courts.

The celebrant of the Mass was Fr. Kendal
Faulk. Lectors were CDA members, Leah Guidry and Margaret Young. Offertory Gift Bearers were officers
Tracey Briggs and Elaine Miller. Extra-ordinary Ministers of Communion were Elizabeth Deaville, Bonnie
Demette, Mary Leger, Margaret Young, Jeanette Leger and Nathan Mouton.

Music was provided by the St. Joseph Carpenters Choir.

Bonnie Demette, event chairman, turned the St. Joseph Family Life Center into a formal banquet hall with
linen table cloths, chair covers and live flowers, all in the Christmas theme. The guest speaker was Fr.
Kendal Faulk. Jeanette Leger served as the Mistress of Ceremony. The meal was catered by Fezzo’s
Restaurant and served by Notre Dame High School students: Natalie Benson, Ann-Alyse Lavergne, Julian
Devillier, Lauren Babineaux, Amy Boudreaux, Damon Comeaux, Dorian Linscombe, Tyler Bindex, Nick
Guidry and Sydney Borne. Tracy Briggs, recording secretary, recognized CDA members with perfect
attendance: Pat Cartwright, Liz Deaville, Ruth McBride, Elaine Miller, Mary Alice Petitjean,

Lula St. Germain, Joyce 7; rahan & Margaret Young.




STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday: 1Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1Jn2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35
Friday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
Saturday:  1Jn2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD
On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it seems appropriate that we take a
moment to reflect on the great gift of God’s Word. Because it is creative,
God’s Word always points to its author, always calls us to respond. Because it
is powerful, God’s Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the
transcendent with the immanent, the divine with the human. Because it is
graceful, God’s Word establishes a relationship of deep intimacy between us
and God.

At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension between the mysterious
and the mundane. In our liturgical celebration, this unresolved tension both
reveals the meaning of life for us and calls us to respond, to act upon that
meaning. Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word is a gift that
keeps on giving and keeps on calling us to give in return. It dares us to be like
the gift-giver and to become gifts for others, not only at Christmas, but at every
moment of life.

AREA HAPPENINGS

Health Buggy on the Road Again
The Acadia-St. Landry Hospital Health Buggy visits local communities to pro-
vide free medical screening to the public, consisting of Cholesterol checks,
Glucose ( Blood Sugar) levels and dietary consults. The Health Buggy
travels to each community once a month providing medical screenings.
1st Monday of the month - Winn Dixie, Rayne, 8am-11am
Winn Dixie, Crowley, 11:30 am—2:30 pm
2nd Tuesday of the month-Assumption Church, Mire, 8am to 11am
3rd Tuesday of the month— A.J.’s Mini Mart, Branch, 8am to 11am

Retirement Fund for Religious
Religious Give Thanks.

A Benedictine nun writes: “We ask God to bless the faithful who
made contributions in order to help us in our retirement.” Senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests offer their
heartfelt thanks and prayers for your donation to the Retirement
Fund for Religious.

Annual Priests vs. Seminarians Basketball Game
Runnin’ Revs (featuring Fr. Clint Trahan)
Versus Slammin’ Sems (Seminarians)

Wednesday, December 28th
6:30PM
Opelousas Catholic Gym

A fun filled family event to promote and support religious vogations.

A Soldier’s
Night Before
Christmas

Tiwas the night before
Christmas,

fie lived all alone,

In a one bedroom house
made of plaster and stone.
1 had come down the
chimney with presents to give,

And to see just who in this home did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,

No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stockings by the mantle, just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures of far distant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all Rinds,

A sober thought came to my mind.

For this house was different, it was dark and dreary,
I found the home of a soldier, once I could see clearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom fome.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
Not how I pictured a United States Soldier.

Was this the hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?

I realized the families that I saw this night,

Owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to

Sight.

Soon round the world the children would play,

And grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas Day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
Because of the soldiers, like the one [ying here.

1 couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone.

On a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from fiome.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

I dropped to my Rnees and started to cry.

The soldier awaRened and I heard a rough voice,
Santa don’t cry, this life is my choice:

1 fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,

My life is my God, my country, my corps.

The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep,
1 couldn’t control'it, I continued to weep.
1 kept watch for hours, so silent and still
And we both shivered from the cold night’s chill.

I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night,

This guardian of honor so willing to fight.

Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,
Whispered, “Carry on Santa, it’s Christmas Day,

all'is secure.”

One look at my watch and I Rnew he was right.
Merry Christmas, my friend, and to all a good night!

This poem was written by a Marine. His only
request being that we remember our heroes, living
and dead, who sacrificed themselves for us, in our

prayers, thoughts and festivities this Christmas.
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DATE TIME LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS SACRISTAN
Dec. 26 | 6:30am Clinton Boullion Deacon Dan, Trish Greene, Mike Ortego Brenda Hooper
Dec. 27 | 12:05pm | Margaret Young Bonnie Demette, Linda Ancona, Daniel Habetz Margaret Young
Dec. 28 | 6:30am Jeanette Leger Deacon Dan, Mary Leger, Milton Arceneaux Tommy Adams
Dec. 29 | 12:05pm Dolores Deville Peggy Lake, Bonnie Demette, Charmaigne Lawless Charmaigne Lawless
Dec. 30 | 6:30am Paul Molbert Barry LeBlanc. Dean Thibodeaux, Davis Normand Rita Monceaux
Dec. 31 | 4:00pm Peggy Lake, Deacon Dan, Gale Prejean, Helen Arsement, Edward Dylan Meche, Cathy Breaux

Clarence Arsement | Prejean, Davis Normand, Larry Van Pelt, Dr. Neal Duhon Andrieanna Meche
6:00pm Beth Goins Denis LaCroix, Joel Thevenet, Jimmy Fontenot, Allie Moore, Brunella Reed
Connie Speyrer, Eva Simon, Clara LeBlanc, Larry LeBlanc Kyler Habetz,
Baileigh Goins
Jan. 1 7:00am Becky Miller, Deacon Tim, Flo Broussard, Keith Vienne, Chuck Greene, Anna Claire Ledet, NEED HELP
Dan Landry Trish Greene, Mona Vienne, Georgette Richard Elizabeth Ledet
10:00am Faye Jeffers, Tommy Adams, Peggy Deville, Al Anderson, Kathy Jacob Mooney, Faye Jeffers
Jared Lawless Breaux, Marlon Leger, Lea Anne Mooney, Mike Ortego, Ivy Thibodeaux,
Charmaigne Lawless Andrew Latiolais
5:30pm Leah Guidry Angela Says, Nancy Sarsfield, Bill Says, Joseph Bellard, Ian LeBlanc, Charles Trahan
Mike Abshire, NEED HELP, NEED HELP Luke LeBlanc,
Noah LeBlanc
Jan 2 6:30am Clinton Boullion Deacon Dan. Trish Greene, Matilda Johnson Brenda Hooper

Jan.3 | 12:05pm | Margaret Young Bonnie Demette, Linda Ancona, Mary Guidry Margaret Young

Jan. 4 6:30am Betty Bellard Deacon Dan, Mary Leger, Davis Normand Tommy Adams

Jan. 5 | 12:05pm Dolores Deville Peggy Lake, Bonnie Demette, Charmaigne Lawless Helen Boudreaux

Jan. 6 6:30am | Clarence Arsement Helen Arsement, Dean Thibodeaux, Dr. Neal Duhon Rita Monceaux

Jan. 7 | 9:00am Annette Gossen Mary Guidry, Flo Broussard, NEED HELP Matthew Gossen Rita Monceaux

4:00pm Larry Van Pelt Deacon Tim, Zubaida Elahi, Lyn Guidry, Peggy Lake, Christian Comeaux, Gilbert & Mary
Brenda Hooper, Daniel Habetz, Diana Duhon Sarah Doucet Cormier
6:00pm Mary Comeaux Denis LaCroix. Jimmy Fontenot, Brunella Reed, Emily Savoy, Brunella Reed
Joel Thevenet, Connie Speyrer, Phillip Speyrer, Austin Gossen,
Charmaigne Lawless Matthew Gossen
Jan. 8 7:00am Clinton Boullion, Deacon Dan, Mary Guidry, Helen Arsement, Georgette Margaret Beslin, Rita Monceaux
Catherine Bellard Richard, Darrel Dugas, Jonathan Hebert, Clarence Arse- Mary Frances Beslin
ment
10:00am | Davis Normand, Tommy Adams, Margaret Young, Peggy Deville, Mastthew Molbert, Faye Jeffers
Faye Jeffers Louisette Broussard, Liz Deaville, Linda Arceneaux, Timothy Johnson,
Jonathan Broussard, Marlon Leger Michael Johnson
5:30pm Linda Swinkey Lance Abshire, Barry LeBlanc, Angela Says, Mike Ab- David Fontenot, Charles Trahan

shire, Bill Says, Russell Menard, Tim Vondenstein

Kathryn Fontenot

This year

our special Christmas offering
will go to cover damages and lawsuits
resulting from the donkey
running amok
at our living Nativity.
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