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Est. 1872

Pastor
Very Rev. Brent L Smith, VF

Parochial Vicar
Rev. Connor Poirrier

Deacons
Deacon Denis LaCroix
Deacon Tim Ledet

Mass Times
Sat Ant: 4pm
Sun: 7am, 10am, 5:30 pm
Mon: 6:30 am
Tues: 12:05 pm
Wed: 6:30 am
Thurs: 12:05 pm
Fri: 6:30 am
First Sat: 9:00 am

Connect
stjoerayne.org
facebook.com/stjoerayne

Parish Office
400 S. Adams Ave.
P.O. Box 199
Rayne, La 70578

Contact
337-334-2193
stjoseph1872@diolaf.org

Office Hours
M, T, Th: 8am - 4pm
W: 8am - 2pm
F: 8am - Noon





Reconciliation/Confession
30 minutes prior to Mass or any other time by 
appointment.

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled through the Parish Office. 
Please call 334-2193 to schedule the sacrament. 
Preparation Classes are held the 4th Sunday of each 
month after 
10 AM Mass.

Marriage
Call the Parish Office at least 6 months in advance of 
desired wedding date to schedule an appointment and 
begin the preparation process.

Funerals
Funeral home personnel will contact the parish office for 
you to make all the necessary arrangements.

Anointing of the Sick
Contact the parish office to schedule the sacrament 
of anointing.

Prayers for the Sick
Patsy Aucoin, Marie Benoit, 
Obrey “Toboy” Benoit, Jr, 
Laura Boudreaux, Fr. Allen 
Breaux, Conrad Breaux, Bobby 
Caldwell, Courtney Comeaux, 
Kinley Comeaux, Tony 
Comeaux, Denise Constantin, 
Rhena V. Cramer, Joseph Mel 
Daigle, Sherrie David, Dolores 
Deville, Peggy Deville, Cheryl 
Edwards, Zubaida Elahi, Diego 
Escandon, Cheryl Fabacher, 
Joanne Faucheaux, Katie 
Fruge, Debra Fusilier, Barbara 
& Tanya Gaspard, Judy 
Gautreaux, Laura Gautreaux, 
Laurie Guenther, Keylonna 
Guidry, Raymond & Deanean 
Guidry, Monica Harrington, 
Karen Hebert, Wayne Hebert, 
Sammy Hernandez, Martha 
Hodge, Dianne Istre, Albert 
Johnson, Janelle Kibodeaux, 
Alex LaCroix, Harper Lancon, 
Leslie Leger, Dina Lejeune, 
Carla Lormond, Noreima 
Lowenstein, Patsy Meaux, 
Judy Melancon, Berna 
Menard, Larry Mire, Loretta 
Miller, Merita Mouton, Ron 
Myers, Bonnie Sue Navarre, 
Kristin Navarre, Dorothy 
Nelams, Natalie New, Mary 
Alice Petitjean, Deacon 
Richard Picard, Shirley 
Quebodeaux, Holden Racca, 
Madeline Reed, Emmett 
Richard, Linda Robichaux, 
Quentin Rowe, Hayden 
Ruffner, Myrtle Servat, 
Jeanette Simoneaux, Angela 
Stelly, Ronald Stutes, Juanette 
Suire, Veronica Terro, Christina 
Thevenet, Blaire Boudreaux 
Thibodeaux, Natalie Alleman 
Touchet, Chris Van Pelt, 
Linda Viale, Rebecca “Becca” 
Vidrine, Josh Wyble

Serve in the Liturgy
Do you love God’s holy word?  Do you love the Holy 
Eucharist?  We need you as a Lector proclaiming 
his Word.  We need you as an Extraordinary Minister 
bringing Christ’s Body and Blood to his people. Call 
André Landaiche for more information. 337-250-1332

Holy Hour Sign Up
Sign up for Adoration
rayne.weadorehim.com

First Friday Mass & Adoration
The first Friday of the month is often marked by special 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque (1647-1690) reported visions of Jesus Christ 
directing her to promote devotion to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus on nine consecutive First Fridays in reparation 
for sins and in order to show love to Jesus. In return 
for this act of devotion, which usually includes Mass, 
Communion, confession and even an hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration, our blessed Savior reputedly promised St. 
Margaret Mary the following blessings: “In the excess 
of the mercy of my Heart, I promise you that my all 
powerful love will grant to all those who will receive 
Communion on the First Fridays, for nine consecutive 
months, the grace of final repentance: they will not die 
in my displeasure, nor without receiving the sacraments; 
and my Heart will be their secure refuge in that last 
hour.” Please join us every first Friday of the month for 
6:30am Mass followed by Adoration from 7-8am. Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, make my heart like yours!

Weekly Offertory
Offertory week of 6/2/24 $13,115.62
Weekly Budget -$12,230.00
Over $885.62

The Sanctuary Lamp burns 
constantly to proclaim 
the real presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Tabernacle. This week we 
dedicate the 
flame to: 

Joseph, Darrell, Ben & 
Christine Stutes
Ellen Stutes & Annette S. 
Bruner
Ronnie Joseph Lavergne

Sanctuary Lamp

We welcome those who 
entered our Catholic faith 
through the waters of 
Baptism:

Elsie Jo Trahan
Demi Charli Senegal

Baptisms

We joyfully share in the 
Sacramental union of: 

Alexander James Dupre & 
Gracie Ann Mouton

Weddings

Our faith community 
remembers in prayer our 
dearly departed.          

Ted Gaspard
Michael Dupuis

Dearly Departed

Mother of Sorrows, You who 
held Jesus in your arms, 
please intercede with your 
Divine Son on behalf of: 

Charles, Robert & Arthur Jr. 
Myers
Nathan I. Mouton
Wallace Dupuis

Pieta Lamp

Prayer Before Receiving Holy Communion

I believe, O Lord, and I confess that Thou art truly the Christ, 
the Son of the living God, Who camest into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am first. I believe also that this is 
truly Thine own most pure Body, and that this is truly Thine 
own precious Blood. Therefore, I pray Thee: have mercy 
upon me and forgive my transgressions both voluntary and 
involuntary, of word and of deed, committed in knowledge 
or in ignorance. And make me worthy to partake without 
condemnation of Thy most pure Mysteries, for the remission 
of my sins, and unto life everlasting. Amen. St. John Chrysostom



Witness to Love

Brennan Deslatte and Madilynn Richard will be united in 
Matrimony on October 5, 2024 at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church with Father Brent Smith presiding over the 
wedding. They met at UL Lafayette and have been 
together for four years. Brennan currently works as a 
mechanical engineer, and Madilynn is completing her 
Masters degree in Speech-Language Pathology. They 
plan to reside in Lafayette.

Their mentors are Nick and Amy Manceaux. They have 
been married for eight years and have three beautiful 
children together.

Please join us in praying for this couple.
We praise you, Lord for your gentle plan draws together 
your children in love for one another.
Strengthen their hearts, so that they will keep faith 
with each other, please you in all things, and so come 
to the happiness of celebrating the sacrament of their 
marriage. Amen



REFLECTION
Dust, Seeds, and Flowers

I stopped to stare and take in all that my child is today. That which I often I stopped to stare and take in all that my child is today. That which I often 
overlook - the innocence of today, the unknowns of tomorrow. I think overlook - the innocence of today, the unknowns of tomorrow. I think 
of all the potential inside, waiting to flourish, to serve the Lord above all of all the potential inside, waiting to flourish, to serve the Lord above all 
else, God-willing. else, God-willing. 

How delicate is life in the womb. That soul can be anything, so infinite How delicate is life in the womb. That soul can be anything, so infinite 
the possibilities! the possibilities! 

As Catholics, it is our duty to invest in our youth, both those clearly As Catholics, it is our duty to invest in our youth, both those clearly 
in front of us as well as the unborn. We must be there to teach and in front of us as well as the unborn. We must be there to teach and 
guide them what is just. I pray my children will find the Lord’s narrow guide them what is just. I pray my children will find the Lord’s narrow 
way, striving for Him alone and that which is eternal, rather than the way, striving for Him alone and that which is eternal, rather than the 
distractions of this temporary world. distractions of this temporary world. 

Meanwhile, many adults, including myself, struggle with humility. Meanwhile, many adults, including myself, struggle with humility. 
I shouldn’t have to do this or that, I’ve worked too hard, I’m more I shouldn’t have to do this or that, I’ve worked too hard, I’m more 
important than that. And on the other hand, many struggle with self-important than that. And on the other hand, many struggle with self-
confidence. I’m not good enough. I’m a nobody. The mustard seed confidence. I’m not good enough. I’m a nobody. The mustard seed 
parable reminds us of the significance of littleness. Something small has parable reminds us of the significance of littleness. Something small has 
the greatest potential for growth, and ultimately becomes something the greatest potential for growth, and ultimately becomes something 
magnificent. magnificent. 

This is one of the most common themes of the Bible. Being asked to go This is one of the most common themes of the Bible. Being asked to go 
forth and proclaim the Kingdom, we begin as a speck of dust but have forth and proclaim the Kingdom, we begin as a speck of dust but have 
infinite power to grow, all because of God’s grace.infinite power to grow, all because of God’s grace.

“The good God does not need years to accomplish His work of love in a “The good God does not need years to accomplish His work of love in a 
soul; one ray from His Heart can, in an instant, make His flower bloom for soul; one ray from His Heart can, in an instant, make His flower bloom for 
eternity…” (St. Therese of Lisieux)eternity…” (St. Therese of Lisieux)

By Alexis Dallara-MarshBy Alexis Dallara-Marsh



We hear about the Kingdom of God in many of Jesus’ parables. Jesus must have gotten tired of 
trying to explain it, but he never gives up. In today’s passage, he uses parables to describe how 
the kingdom will spread. What is interesting is that these parables are not so much about our 
actions as they are about how God builds his kingdom.

Let’s start with the second parable: Jesus exaggerates a little, with the mustard seed being the 
smallest seed and the bush being the largest plant. His point is that the kingdom may look 
small at first, but it will keep growing. The image of all the birds coming to the branches is taken 
from Old Testament passages, in Daniel and Ezekiel, about other people coming into Jerusalem 
to worship the one LORD. Jesus implies that the growing kingdom will attract outsiders to 
be members. The main point is not to be discouraged when it seems the kingdom is not 
growing: We might be limiting it to people who think and act just like ourselves. We might see 
attendance at church in our parish declining. So Jesus is reminding us to think of the bigger 
picture.

In the first parable about the man who scattered seeds, Jesus says that those seeds produce a 
harvest, even though the farmer doesn’t know how or why those seeds can grow. We too can be 
doing things that help the Kingdom to grow, without knowing how we are helping. The obvious 
example is prayer: We may not see the results of our prayer, or not know if God is answering 
our prayer. But God is making the kingdom grow in his own way and in his own time. Like the 
farmer, we can help it grow by loving each other, teaching our children about Jesus, caring for 
the poor and the sick. 

If the farmer were to let weeds choke his crop, or be stingy with his seeds, he might not have 
a very good harvest. We can be stingy with our love, or hurt people with our anger. Then we 
would be slowing the growth of the kingdom. So let us always be aware of the kingdom, and 
ask God to move us to do whatever we can to help it grow.
Tom Schmidt

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Big Picture

A FIVE-WEEK COURSE BASED ON THE BEST SELLING
BOOK BY AUTHOR TRENT HORN

TUESDAYS @ 6PM
JULY 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

FAMILY LIFE CENTER

SCAN LINK TO PURCHASE THE 
BOOK ON AMAZON


